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1976 – 1977  [AGE 0 – 2]
POTENTIAL SEXUAL ABUSE BY THE FATHER 

STGB SECTION 170D.  VIOLATION OF THE DUTY OF CARE AND CUSTODY 
amended by (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whosoever grossly neglects his duty to provide care or education for a person under the age of sixteen and thereby creates 
a danger that the person’s physical or mental development could be seriously damaged, that the person will engage in crime 
OR�IN�PROSTITUTION��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 173 INCEST
amended by (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whosoever performs an act of sexual intercourse with a consanguine descendant shall be liable to imprisonment not 
EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever performs an act of sexual intercourse with a consanguine relative in an ascending line shall be liable to 
IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�TWO�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��THIS�SHALL�ALSO�APPLY�IF�THE�RELATIONSHIP�AS�A�RELATIVE�HAS�CEASED�TO�EXIST��
Consanguine siblings who perform an act of sexual intercourse with each other shall incur the same penalty.
(3) Descendants and siblings shall not be liable pursuant to this provision if they were not yet eighteen years of age at the time 
of the act.

STGB SECTION 174  SEXUAL ABUSE OF PERSONS IN ONE’S CHARGE 
amended by (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whosoever engages in sexual activity
���WITH�A�PERSON�UNDER�SIXTEEN�YEARS�OF�AGE�WHO�IS�ENTRUSTED�TO�THEM�FOR�UPBRINGING��EDUCATION�OR�CARE�
2. with a person under eighteen years of age who is entrusted to them for upbringing, education or care or who is his 
subordinate within an employment or a work relationship, by abusing the dependence associated with the upbringing, 
EDUCATIONAL��CARE��EMPLOYMENT�OR�WORK�RELATIONSHIP��OR
3. with their biological or adopted child not yet eighteen years of age,
OR�ALLOWS�THEM�TO�ENGAGE�IN�SEXUAL�ACTIVITIES�WITH�HIMSELF��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
(2) Whosoever, under the conditions of subsection (1) Nos 1 to 3 above
���ENGAGES�IN�SEXUAL�ACTIVITY�IN�THE�PRESENCE�OF�THE�PERSON��OR
2. induces the person to engage in sexual activity in his presence,
IN�ORDER�TO�OBTAIN�SEXUAL�GRATIlCATION�FOR�THEMSELVES�OR�THE�PERSON�SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�
A�lNE�
(3) The attempt shall be punishable.
(4) In cases under subsection (1) No 1 above, or subsection (2) above in conjunction with subsection (1) No 1, the court may 
order a discharge under this provision if taking into consideration the conduct of the person the harm of the offence is of a 
minor nature.

STGB SECTION 176  SEXUELLER MISSBRAUCH VON KINDERN 
(24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on a person under 14 years of age (child) or has the child perform sexual acts on them, 
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years, in less serious cases  incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever causes a child to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them.
(3) In especially serious cases, the penalty of imprisonment for a term of between 1 years and up to 10 years. An especially 
serious case typically occurs if the offender
1. has sexual intercourse with the child
2.  seriously physically abuses the child.
(4) If, by committing sexual abuse, the offender causes a child’s death at least recklessly, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
term of at least 5 years. 
��	�!�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�INCURS�FOR�WHOEVER
1 performs sexual acts in the presence of a child,
2.  causes the child to perform sexual acts in the presence of the offender or in the presence of a third person, or
���INmUENCES�A�CHILD�BY�MEANS�OF�PORNOGRAPHIC�CONTENT�OR�SPEECH���FOR�THEIR�OWN�SEXUAL�AROUSAL�OR�THAT�OF�THE�PERSON�IN�THEIR�
charge or a third person.
��	�4HE�ATTEMPT�IS�PUNISHABLE��THIS�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�OFFENCES�UNDER�SUBSECTION���	�NOS����

STGB SECTION 180 CAUSING MINORS TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL ACTIVITY
(this amendment is in effect since dem 24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973)
(1) Whosoever encourages a person under sixteen years of age to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third 
person or whosoever encourages sexual acts of a third person on a person under sixteen years of age
���BY�ACTING�AS�AN�INTERMEDIARY��OR
2. by creating an opportunity,
SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��4HE��ST�SENTENCE�.O���ABOVE�SHALL�NOT�APPLY�IF�THE�OFFENDER�
is the person responsible for the care of the minor unless the offender, if responsible for the care of the minor, grossly violates 
his duty of education.
(2) Whosoever induces a person under eighteen years of age to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third 
PERSON�OR�TO�SUFFER�SEXUAL�ACTS�BY�A�THIRD�PERSON�FOR�A�lNANCIAL�REWARD��OR�WHOSOEVER�ENCOURAGES�SUCH�ACTS�BY�ACTING�AS�AN�
INTERMEDIARY��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) Whosoever induces a person under eighteen years of age who is entrusted to him for upbringing, education or care or who 
is his subordinate within an employment or a work relationship, by abusing the dependence associated with the upbringing, 
educational, care, employment or work relationship to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third person or to 
suffer sexual acts by a third person shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person, shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of a consanguine relative in an ascending line, shall be liable to 
IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person, shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of a consanguine relative in an ascending line, incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 223a  DANGEROUS BODILY HARM (1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994) 
(if the bodily harm was caused with the use of an implement) 
(1) Has bodily harm been caused by a weapon, especially a knife or other dangerous implement, or by means of a 
treacherous assault, or acting jointly with another party to the offence orusing methods which pose a danger to life, incurs a 
PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) The attempt is punishable.

STGB SECTION 223b ABUSE OF THOSE IN A DEPENDENT POSITION 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever tortures or seriously abuses or by maliciously neglecting his duty of care for a person damages the health of a 
person under eighteen years of age or a person who is defenceless due to frailty or illness and who is in his care or custody or 
belongs to his household or has been placed under his control by the person obliged to provide care or is subordinated to him 
WITHIN�A�RELATIONSHIP�OF�EMPLOYMENT��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
��	�)N�EXCEPTIONALLY�SERIOUS�CASES�THE�PUNISHMENT�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�ONE�YEAR�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS��IN�LESS�SERIOUS�CASES�
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�UP�TO�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

1977 – 1987   [AGE 1 – 14] 
POTENTIAL VERBAL ABUSE BY THE MOTHER 

STGB SECTION 185 INSULT (this amendment is in effect since1 January 1975)
��	�4HE�PENALTY�FOR�INSULT�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�ONE�YEAR�OR�A�lNE�AND��IF�THE�INSULT�IS�COMMITTED�PUBLICLY��IN�
A�MEETING��OR�BY�MEANS�OF�AN�ASSAULT��IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�TWO�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

1978 – 1979   [AGE 2 – 8] 
POTENTIAL SEDATION OF THE ASSUMED HYPERACTIVITY BY MEANS OF TRANQUILLISERS

potentially STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person, shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of a consanguine relative in an ascending line, incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(Grievous bodily harm did not yet include the offence of “administration of poison or other substances harmful to health”.) 

1985 – 1990   [AGE 9 – 14]
POTENTIAL SEXUAL ABUSE BY THE FATHER  

STGB SECTION 170d  BREACH OF DUTY OF CARE OR UPBRINGING 
(24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – April 1998)
(1) Whoever grossly neglects their duty of care or upbringing towards a person under 16 years of age, thereby creating a 
danger that the physical or mental development of the person placed in their charge could be seriously damaged or that they 
WILL�ENGAGE�IN�CRIME�OR�PROSTITUTION��INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 173 SEXUAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN RELATIVES
 (this amendment is in effect since 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whoever has sexual intercourse with a descendant by blood incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) [1] Whoever has sexual intercourse with a blood relative in the ascending line incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term 
NOT�EXCEEDING�TWO�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��THIS�ALSO�APPLIES�IF�THE�FAMILIAL�RELATIONSHIP�HAS�CEASED�TO�EXIST���;�=�%.ATURAL�SIBLINGS�WHO�
have sexual intercourse with each other incur the same penalty.
(3) Descendants and siblings do not incur a penalty under this provision if they were under 18 years of age at the time of the 
act.

STGB SECTION 174  SEXUAL ABUSE OF PERSONS IN ONE’S CHARGE 
amended by (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whosoever engages in sexual activity
���WITH�A�PERSON�UNDER�SIXTEEN�YEARS�OF�AGE�WHO�IS�ENTRUSTED�TO�THEM�FOR�UPBRINGING��EDUCATION�OR�CARE�
2. with a person under eighteen years of age who is entrusted to them for upbringing, education or care or who is his 
subordinate within an employment or a work relationship, by abusing the dependence associated with the upbringing, 
EDUCATIONAL��CARE��EMPLOYMENT�OR�WORK�RELATIONSHIP��OR
3. with their biological or adopted child not yet eighteen years of age,
OR�ALLOWS�THEM�TO�ENGAGE�IN�SEXUAL�ACTIVITIES�WITH�HIMSELF��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
(2) Whosoever, under the conditions of subsection (1) Nos 1 to 3 above
���ENGAGES�IN�SEXUAL�ACTIVITY�IN�THE�PRESENCE�OF�THE�PERSON��OR
2. induces the person to engage in sexual activity in his presence,
IN�ORDER�TO�OBTAIN�SEXUAL�GRATIlCATION�FOR�THEMSELVES�OR�THE�PERSON�SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�
A�lNE�
(3) The attempt shall be punishable.
(4) In cases under subsection (1) No 1 above, or subsection (2) above in conjunction with subsection (1) No 1, the court may 
order a discharge under this provision if taking into consideration the conduct of the person the harm of the offence is of a 
minor nature.

STGB SECTION 176  SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN
(24 November / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on a person under 14 years of age (child) or has the child perform sexual acts on them, 
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years, in less serious cases  incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever causes a child to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them.
(3) In especially serious cases, the penalty of imprisonment for a term of between 1 years and up to 10 years. An especially 
serious case typically occurs if the offender
1. has sexual intercourse with the child
2.  seriously physically abuses the child.
(4) If, by committing sexual abuse, the offender causes a child’s death at least recklessly, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
term of at least 5 years. 
��	�!�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�INCURS�FOR�WHOEVER
1 performs sexual acts in the presence of a child,
2.  causes the child to perform sexual acts in the presence of the offender or in the presence of a third person, or
���INmUENCES�A�CHILD�BY�MEANS�OF�PORNOGRAPHIC�CONTENT�OR�SPEECH���FOR�THEIR�OWN�SEXUAL�AROUSAL�OR�THAT�OF�THE�PERSON�IN�THEIR�
charge or a third person.
��	�4HE�ATTEMPT�IS�PUNISHABLE��THIS�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�OFFENCES�UNDER�SUBSECTION���	�NOS����

STGB SECTION 180 CAUSING MINORS TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL ACTIVITY
(this amendment is in effect since dem 24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973)
(1) Whosoever encourages a person under sixteen years of age to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third 
person or whosoever encourages sexual acts of a third person on a person under sixteen years of age
���BY�ACTING�AS�AN�INTERMEDIARY��OR
2. by creating an opportunity,
SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��4HE��ST�SENTENCE�.O���ABOVE�SHALL�NOT�APPLY�IF�THE�OFFENDER�
is the person responsible for the care of the minor unless the offender, if responsible for the care of the minor, grossly violates 
his duty of education.
(2) Whosoever induces a person under eighteen years of age to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third 
PERSON�OR�TO�SUFFER�SEXUAL�ACTS�BY�A�THIRD�PERSON�FOR�A�lNANCIAL�REWARD��OR�WHOSOEVER�ENCOURAGES�SUCH�ACTS�BY�ACTING�AS�AN�
INTERMEDIARY��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) Whosoever induces a person under eighteen years of age who is entrusted to him for upbringing, education or care or who 
is his subordinate within an employment or a work relationship, by abusing the dependence associated with the upbringing, 
educational, care, employment or work relationship to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third person or to 
suffer sexual acts by a third person shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(4) In case of 2 and 3 the attempt is punishable.

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person, shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of a consanguine relative in an ascending line, incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 223b ABUSE OF THOSE IN A DEPENDENT POSITION 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever tortures or seriously abuses or by maliciously neglecting his duty of care for a person damages the health of a 
person under eighteen years of age or a person who is defenceless due to frailty or illness and who is in his care or custody or 
belongs to his household or has been placed under his control by the person obliged to provide care or is subordinated to him 
WITHIN�A�RELATIONSHIP�OF�EMPLOYMENT��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
��	�)N�EXCEPTIONALLY�SERIOUS�CASES�THE�PUNISHMENT�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�ONE�YEAR�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS��IN�LESS�SERIOUS�CASES�
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�UP�TO�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 239  UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever imprisons a person or otherwise subjects a person to deprivation of liberty incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a 
TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) 4 [1] If the imprisonment lasted longer then one week or if grievous bodily harm (SECTION 224) to the person deprived 
of his liberty was caused by the deprivation of his liberty or the treatment he received during it, the penalty is a term of 
imprisonment of between one and up to ten years. 5 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a term of up to 
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) 6 [1]  If, by committing the offence or an act during the commission or an offence, the offender causes the victim’s death, 
the penalty is imprisonment for a term of at least three years. 7 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
TERM�OF�BETWEEN�THREE�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�

1994 – 2000   [AGE 18 – 24] 
POTENTIAL DRUG PROSTITUTION IN PRISON 

STGB SECTION 174a.  SEXUAL ABUSE OF PRISONERS, PERSONS DETAINED BY OFFICIAL ORDER, OR 
SICK OR VULNERABLE INSTITUTIONALISED PERSONS 
(24 November / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on 
1 a prisoner, or
���A�PERSON�DETAINED�BY�OFlCIAL�ORDER��
who is entrusted to them for upbringing, education, supervision or care, or has the prisoner or person detained perform sexual 
ACTS�ON�THEM��IS��LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever abuses a person who has been admitted to an institution for sick or vulnerable persons and is entrusted to them 
for supervision or care and performs sexual acts on that person, thereby exploiting said person’s illness or vulnerability, or 
whoever has that person perform sexual acts on them.
 (3) The attempt is punishable.

STGB SECTION 174a.  SEXUAL ABUSE OF PRISONERS, PERSONS DETAINED BY OFFICIAL ORDER, OR 
SICK OR VULNERABLE INSTITUTIONALISED PERSONS 
(1 April 1998 – 1 April 2004)
��	�7HOEVER�ABUSES�THEIR�POSITION�TO�PERFORM�SEXUAL�ACTS�ON�A�PRISONER�OR�A�PERSON�DETAINED�BY�OFlCIAL�ORDER��A�PERSON�WHO�IS�
entrusted to them for upbringing, education, supervision or care, or has the prisoner or person detained perform sexual acts 
ON�THEM��IS��LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever abuses a person who has been admitted to an institution for sick or vulnerable persons and is entrusted to them 
for supervision or care and performs sexual acts on that person, thereby exploiting said person’s illness or vulnerability, or 
whoever has that person perform sexual acts on them.
 (3) The attempt is punishable.

potentially STGB SECTION 240  COERCION (1 January 1975 – 1 October 1995) 
(only applies, if there is a threat of not being able to get any drugs without prostitution. The forced abstinence from drugs 
would then be considered a “serious harm”).
(1) Whoever unlawfully, by force or threat of serious harm, compels a person to do, acquiesce to or refrain from an act incurs 
A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��IN�SERIOUS�CASES�WITH�IMPRISONMENT�OF�AT�LEAST�SIX�
MONTHS�AND�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS�
(2) The act is unlawful if the use of force or the threat of harm is deemed reprehensible in respect of the desired objective.
(3) The attempt is punishable.

potentially STGB SECTION 240  COERCION (1 October 1995 – 1 April 1998) 
(1) [1] Whoever unlawfully, by force or threat of serious harm, compels a person to do, acquiesce to or refrain from an act 
INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��IN�SERIOUS�CASES�WITH�IMPRISONMENT�OF�AT�
LEAST�SIX�MONTHS�AND�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS��;�=�!N�ESPECIALLY�SERIOUS�CASE�IS�THE�COERCION�OF�A�PREGNANT�WOMAN�TO�TERMINATE�THE�
pregnancy.
(2) The act is unlawful if the use of force or the threat of harm is deemed reprehensible in respect of the desired objective.
(3) The attempt is punishable.

potentially STGB SECTION 240  COERCION (1 April 1998 – 19 February 2005) 
(1) [1]Whoever unlawfully, by force or threat of serious harm, compels a person to do, acquiesce to or refrain from an act 
INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE����;�=��OMITTED	
(2) The act is unlawful if the use of force or the threat of harm is deemed reprehensible in respect of the desired objective.
(3) The attempt is punishable.
��	�;�=��)N�ESPECIALLY�SERIOUS�CASES��THE�PENALTY�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�BETWEEN�SIX�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS���;�=�!N�
especially serious case typically occurs where the offender
1 forces another person to perform a sexual act on them or
2. coerces a pregnant woman to terminate the pregnancy or
���ABUSES�HIS�OR�HER�POWERS�OR�POSITION�AS�A�PUBLIC�OFlCIAL�

Since 1994   [FROM AGE 18] 
POTENTIAL DRUG PROSTITUTION

PROSTITUTION ACT 1980 AND 2001
PROSTITUTION PROTECTION ACT SINCE 2016

On 15 July 1980, the Federal Administrative Court ruled that prostitution as an act is immoral and in various respects not in 
accordance with social employment rules, therefor not part of economic life within the meaning of the ECC Treaty and thus 
could not constitute the right to freedom of movement under Community law. 

On 1 December 2000, the Administrative Court of Berlin ruled that voluntary prostitution, irrespective of a moral assessment,  
could no longer be considered immoral by the social-ethical values recognised today. Sexual service was soberly assessed as 
a social reality by the Administrative Court of Berlin even before the Prostitution Act came into force in 2002.

While the Prostitution Act deals with the civil law aspects in only three paragraphs, i.e. the enforceability of money, the 
Prostitution Protection Act is more comprehensive and contains in Section 3 the obligation of prostitutes to register, in Section 
���REGULATIONS�ON�lNES�IF�ONE�DOES�NOT�REGISTER�AND�DOES�NOT�COMPLY�WITH�CONDITIONS��4HE�POSSIBILITY�FOR�THE�AUTHORITIES�TO�
impose conditions was nothing new, simply a long-standing practice of administrative law.
4HE�NON
OBSERVANCE�OF�RESTRICTED�ZONES�IS�SANCTIONED�BY�lNES�IN�3ECTION�����!DMINISTRATIVE�/FFENCES��/7IG	��BUT�NO�LONGER�
punishable by law.

Prostitution is not subject to the Trade Regulation Act, so a trade licence is not required. However, income must be taxed, 
otherwise it constitutes tax evasion, as stated in Section 370 of the German Fiscal Code (AO).

STGB SECTION 232 (since October 2016) 
7ITH�3ECTION�����OF�THE�'ERMAN�#RIMINAL�#ODE��THE�0ROSTITUTION�0ROTECTION�!CT������INTRODUCES�FOR�THE�lRST�TIME��A�hJOHNSv�
criminal liability, in order to counteract so-called FORCED PROSTITUTION. 

3T'"�3ECTION�����(UMAN�TRAFlCKING

(1) Whoever recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives another person by taking advantage of that person’s personal 
OR�lNANCIAL�PREDICAMENT�OR�HELPLESSNESS�ON�ACCOUNT�OF�BEING�IN�A�FOREIGN�COUNTRY��OR�THAT�PERSON�IS�UNDER����YEARS�OF�AGE��
INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�BETWEEN�SIX�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�IF
1.   that person is to be exploited by way of
a)  engaging in prostitution or performing sexual acts on or in the presence of the offender or a third person, or having sexual 
acts performed on them by the offender or a third person,
(…)
2.   that person is to be held in slavery, bonded labour, debt bondage or under corresponding or similar conditions or
(…)
(2) Whoever, with respect to another person who is to be exploited in the manner referred to in subsection (1) sentence 1 nos. 
1 to 3,
1.   recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives that person by force, by threat of serious harm or by deception or
2.   abducts that person or gains physical control over him or her or encourages a third person to gain physical control over 
him or her
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years.
(…)

Section 232a Forced prostitution

��	�7HOEVER��BY�TAKING�ADVANTAGE�OF�ANOTHER�PERSON�S�PERSONAL�OR�lNANCIAL�PREDICAMENT�OR�HELPLESSNESS�ON�ACCOUNT�OF�BEING�
in a foreign country, causes that person or causes another person under 21 years of age
1.   to engage in or continue to engage in prostitution or
2.   to perform sexual acts, by way of which they are exploited, on or in the presence of the offender or a third person, or to 
allow sexual acts to be performed on them by the offender or a third person incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of 
between six months and 10 years.
(2) The attempt is punishable.
(…)

STGB SECTION 232a 
(1) Mit Freiheitsstrafe von sechs Monaten bis zu zehn Jahren wird bestraft, wer eine andere Person unter Ausnutzung 
IHRER�PERSÇNLICHEN�ODER�WIRTSCHAFTLICHEN�:WANGSLAGE�ODER�IHRER�(ILmOSIGKEIT��DIE�MIT�DEM�!UFENTHALT�IN�EINEM�FREMDEN�,AND�
verbunden ist, oder wer eine andere Person unter einundzwanzig Jahren veranlasst,
1 die Prostitution aufzunehmen oder fortzusetzen oder
2. sexuelle Handlungen, durch die sie ausgebeutet wird, an oder vor dem Täter oder einer dritten Person vorzunehmen oder 
von dem Täter oder einer dritten Person an sich vornehmen zu lassen.
(2) Der Versuch ist strafbar.
(…)

potentially STGB SECTION 229  POISONING 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever causes bodily harm by administering poison or other substances which are harmful to health, incurs a penalty of 
imprisonment for a term of between one year and 10 years
��	�)F�THE�ACT�HAS�CAUSED�GRIEVOUS�BODILY�HARM��3%#4)/.����	��THE�SENTENCE�SHALL�BE�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�NO�LESS�THAN�lVE�YEARS�
and, if the act has caused death, imprisonment for life or imprisonment for no less than ten years.

STGB SECTION 223b ABUSE OF THOSE IN A DEPENDENT POSITION 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever tortures or seriously abuses or by maliciously neglecting his duty of care for a person damages the health of a 
person under eighteen years of age or a person who is defenceless due to frailty or illness and who is in his care or custody or 
belongs to his household or has been placed under his control by the person obliged to provide care or is subordinated to him 
WITHIN�A�RELATIONSHIP�OF�EMPLOYMENT��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
��	�)N�EXCEPTIONALLY�SERIOUS�CASES�THE�PUNISHMENT�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�ONE�YEAR�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS��IN�LESS�SERIOUS�CASES�
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�UP�TO�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 239  UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever imprisons a person or otherwise subjects a person to deprivation of liberty incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a 
TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) 4 [1] If the imprisonment lasted longer then one week or if grievous bodily harm (SECTION 224) to the person deprived 
of his liberty was caused by the deprivation of his liberty or the treatment he received during it, the penalty is a term of 
imprisonment of between one and up to ten years. 5 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a term of up to 
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) 6 [1]  If, by committing the offence or an act during the commission or an offence, the offender causes the victim’s death, 
the penalty is imprisonment for a term of at least three years. 7 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
TERM�OF�BETWEEN�THREE�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�

1976 – 1977  [AGE 0 – 2] 
POTENTIAL SEXUAL ABUSE BY A NEIGHBOUR

STGB SECTION 176  SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN
(24 November / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on a person under 14 years of age (child) or has the child perform sexual acts on them, 
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years, in less serious cases  incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever causes a child to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them.
(3) In especially serious cases, the penalty of imprisonment for a term of between 1 years and up to 10 years. An especially 
serious case typically occurs if the offender
1. has sexual intercourse with the child
2.  seriously physically abuses the child.
(4) If, by committing sexual abuse, the offender causes a child’s death at least recklessly, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
term of at least 5 years. 
��	�!�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�INCURS�FOR�WHOEVER
1 performs sexual acts in the presence of a child,
2.  causes the child to perform sexual acts in the presence of the offender or in the presence of a third person, or
���INmUENCES�A�CHILD�BY�MEANS�OF�PORNOGRAPHIC�CONTENT�OR�SPEECH���FOR�THEIR�OWN�SEXUAL�AROUSAL�OR�THAT�OF�THE�PERSON�IN�THEIR�
charge or a third person.
��	�4HE�ATTEMPT�IS�PUNISHABLE��THIS�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�OFFENCES�UNDER�SUBSECTION���	�NOS����

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term not 
EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
��	�7HOEVER�HARMS�A�BLOOD�RELATIVE�IN�THE�ASCENDING�LINE�INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�UP�TO��lVE�YEARS�OR�A�
lNE�

STGB SECTION 239  UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever imprisons a person or otherwise subjects a person to deprivation of liberty incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a 
TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) 4 [1] If the imprisonment lasted longer then one week or if grievous bodily harm (SECTION 224) to the person deprived 
of his liberty was caused by the deprivation of his liberty or the treatment he received during it, the penalty is a term of 
imprisonment of between one and up to ten years. 5 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a term of up to 
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) 6 [1]  If, by committing the offence or an act during the commission or an offence, the offender causes the victim’s death, 
the penalty is imprisonment for a term of at least three years. 7 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
TERM�OF�BETWEEN�THREE�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�

1977 – 1987  [AGE 1 – 11] 
POTENTIAL PHYSICAL ABUSE (BEATINGS) BY THE MOTHER 

potentially STGB SECTION 170d  BREACH OF DUTY OF CARE OR UPBRINGING 
(24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – April 1998)
(1) Whoever grossly neglects their duty of care or upbringing towards a person under 16 years of age, thereby creating a 
danger that the physical or mental development of the person placed in their charge could be seriously damaged or that they 
WILL�ENGAGE�IN�CRIME�OR�PROSTITUTION��INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

1985 – 1990   [AGE 9 – 14]  
POTENTIAL SEXUAL ABUSE BY A NEIGHBOUR 

STGB SECTION 176  SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN
(24 November / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on a person under 14 years of age (child) or has the child perform sexual acts on them, 
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years, in less serious cases  incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever causes a child to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them.
(3) In especially serious cases, the penalty of imprisonment for a term of between 1 years and up to 10 years. An especially 
serious case typically occurs if the offender
1. has sexual intercourse with the child
2.  seriously physically abuses the child.
(4) If, by committing sexual abuse, the offender causes a child’s death at least recklessly, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
term of at least 5 years. 
��	�!�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�INCURS�FOR�WHOEVER
1 performs sexual acts in the presence of a child,
2.  causes the child to perform sexual acts in the presence of the offender or in the presence of a third person, or
���INmUENCES�A�CHILD�BY�MEANS�OF�PORNOGRAPHIC�CONTENT�OR�SPEECH���FOR�THEIR�OWN�SEXUAL�AROUSAL�OR�THAT�OF�THE�PERSON�IN�THEIR�
charge or a third person.
��	�4HE�ATTEMPT�IS�PUNISHABLE��THIS�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�OFFENCES�UNDER�SUBSECTION���	�NOS����

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term not 
EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
��	�7HOEVER�HARMS�A�BLOOD�RELATIVE�IN�THE�ASCENDING�LINE�INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�UP�TO��lVE�YEARS�OR�A�
lNE�

STGB SECTION 239  UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever imprisons a person or otherwise subjects a person to deprivation of liberty incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a 
TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) 4 [1] If the imprisonment lasted longer then one week or if grievous bodily harm (SECTION 224) to the person deprived 
of his liberty was caused by the deprivation of his liberty or the treatment he received during it, the penalty is a term of 
imprisonment of between one and up to ten years. 5 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a term of up to 
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) 6 [1]  If, by committing the offence or an act during the commission or an offence, the offender causes the victim’s death, 
the penalty is imprisonment for a term of at least three years. 7 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
TERM�OF�BETWEEN�THREE�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�

Since 1992   [FROM AGE 16] 
POTENTIAL DRUG PROSTITUTION 

SECTION 182 STGB (SEXUAL ABUSE OF JUVENILES), as we know it today, has only been instated on June 11, 1994.
The previous version (SECTION 182 STGB  SEDUCTION) assumed, that the juveniles are under the age of 16. The following 
are the outdated versions covering the offences now known as SEXUAL ABUSE OF JUVENILES: 

STGB SECTION 182  SEDUCTION (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 11 June 1994) 
(1) Whoever seduces a girl under the age of sixteen to perform sexual intercourse with them is liable to a custodial sentence 
NOT�EXCEEDING�ONE�YEAR�OR�A�lNE�
��	�;�=�4HE�OFFENCE�IS�ONLY�PROSECUTED�UPON�REQUEST��;�=�0ROSECUTION�OF�THE�OFFENCE�IS�DISQUALIlED�IF�THE�OFFENDER�HAS�MARRIED�
the seduced person.
(3)In the case of an offender who was under twenty-one years of age at the time of the offence, the court may waive 
punishment under this regulation.

STGB SECTION 182  SEXUAL ABUSE OF JUVENILES (11 June 1994 – 4 November 2008)
(1) A person over the age of eighteen who abuses a person under the age of sixteen by 
���PERFORMING�OR�HAVING�SEXUAL�ACTS�PERFORMED�ON�HIM�OR�HER��TAKING�ADVANTAGE�OF�A�SITUATION�OF�COERCION�OR�FOR�REMUNERATION��
or
2. using a situation of coercion to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on him 
or her,
�INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�UP�TO��lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) A person over the age of twenty-one who abuses a person under the age of sixteen by
1 performing or having sexual acts performed on him or her, or
2. orders them to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them and in doing 
so, exploits the victim’s lack of capacity for sexual self-determination, is liable to a imprisonment not exceeding three years or 
TO�A�lNE�
��	)N�THE�CASES�SPECIlED�IN�SUBSECTION����THE�OFFENCE�SHALL�ONLY�BE�PROSECUTED�ON�REQUEST��UNLESS�THE�PROSECUTION�DEEMS�IT�
necessary to intervene due to special public interest.
��	�)N�THE�CASES�SPECIlED�IN�SUBSECTIONS���AND����THE�COURT�MAY�REFRAIN�FROM�PUNISHMENT�UNDER�THESE�LAWS�IF�THE�WRONGFULNESS�
of the offence is minor in conjunction with the conduct of the person against whom the offence is directed.

PROPERTY DAMAGE

IMPRISONMENT

STATIONARY

OFFENDER

STGB    German criminal code

sources of STGB translated into English:

https://adsdatabase.ohchr.org/IssueLibrary/GERMANY_Criminal%20Code.pdf
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_stgb/englisch_stgb.html

DISCLAIMER: The majority of the laws referred to in this document are of historical nature and have to date either been 
AMENDED�OR�CHANGED�ALTOGETHER��4HE�TRANSLATION�KEEPS�AS�CLOSE�TO�THE�OFlCIAL�ENGLISH�TRANSLATION�OF�THE�'ERMAN�CRIMINAL�CODE��
while including sentences and phrases that have since been omitted.
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irregular offences

regular offences

report

1976 – 1977  [AGE 0 – 2]
POTENTIAL SEXUAL ABUSE BY THE FATHER 

STGB SECTION 170D.  VIOLATION OF THE DUTY OF CARE AND CUSTODY 
amended by (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whosoever grossly neglects his duty to provide care or education for a person under the age of sixteen and thereby creates 
a danger that the person’s physical or mental development could be seriously damaged, that the person will engage in crime 
OR�IN�PROSTITUTION��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 173 INCEST
amended by (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whosoever performs an act of sexual intercourse with a consanguine descendant shall be liable to imprisonment not 
EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever performs an act of sexual intercourse with a consanguine relative in an ascending line shall be liable to 
IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�TWO�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��THIS�SHALL�ALSO�APPLY�IF�THE�RELATIONSHIP�AS�A�RELATIVE�HAS�CEASED�TO�EXIST��
Consanguine siblings who perform an act of sexual intercourse with each other shall incur the same penalty.
(3) Descendants and siblings shall not be liable pursuant to this provision if they were not yet eighteen years of age at the time 
of the act.

STGB SECTION 174  SEXUAL ABUSE OF PERSONS IN ONE’S CHARGE 
amended by (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whosoever engages in sexual activity
���WITH�A�PERSON�UNDER�SIXTEEN�YEARS�OF�AGE�WHO�IS�ENTRUSTED�TO�THEM�FOR�UPBRINGING��EDUCATION�OR�CARE�
2. with a person under eighteen years of age who is entrusted to them for upbringing, education or care or who is his 
subordinate within an employment or a work relationship, by abusing the dependence associated with the upbringing, 
EDUCATIONAL��CARE��EMPLOYMENT�OR�WORK�RELATIONSHIP��OR
3. with their biological or adopted child not yet eighteen years of age,
OR�ALLOWS�THEM�TO�ENGAGE�IN�SEXUAL�ACTIVITIES�WITH�HIMSELF��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
(2) Whosoever, under the conditions of subsection (1) Nos 1 to 3 above
���ENGAGES�IN�SEXUAL�ACTIVITY�IN�THE�PRESENCE�OF�THE�PERSON��OR
2. induces the person to engage in sexual activity in his presence,
IN�ORDER�TO�OBTAIN�SEXUAL�GRATIlCATION�FOR�THEMSELVES�OR�THE�PERSON�SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�
A�lNE�
(3) The attempt shall be punishable.
(4) In cases under subsection (1) No 1 above, or subsection (2) above in conjunction with subsection (1) No 1, the court may 
order a discharge under this provision if taking into consideration the conduct of the person the harm of the offence is of a 
minor nature.

STGB SECTION 176  SEXUELLER MISSBRAUCH VON KINDERN 
(24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on a person under 14 years of age (child) or has the child perform sexual acts on them, 
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years, in less serious cases  incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever causes a child to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them.
(3) In especially serious cases, the penalty of imprisonment for a term of between 1 years and up to 10 years. An especially 
serious case typically occurs if the offender
1. has sexual intercourse with the child
2.  seriously physically abuses the child.
(4) If, by committing sexual abuse, the offender causes a child’s death at least recklessly, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
term of at least 5 years. 
��	�!�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�INCURS�FOR�WHOEVER
1 performs sexual acts in the presence of a child,
2.  causes the child to perform sexual acts in the presence of the offender or in the presence of a third person, or
���INmUENCES�A�CHILD�BY�MEANS�OF�PORNOGRAPHIC�CONTENT�OR�SPEECH���FOR�THEIR�OWN�SEXUAL�AROUSAL�OR�THAT�OF�THE�PERSON�IN�THEIR�
charge or a third person.
��	�4HE�ATTEMPT�IS�PUNISHABLE��THIS�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�OFFENCES�UNDER�SUBSECTION���	�NOS����

STGB SECTION 180 CAUSING MINORS TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL ACTIVITY
(this amendment is in effect since dem 24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973)
(1) Whosoever encourages a person under sixteen years of age to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third 
person or whosoever encourages sexual acts of a third person on a person under sixteen years of age
���BY�ACTING�AS�AN�INTERMEDIARY��OR
2. by creating an opportunity,
SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��4HE��ST�SENTENCE�.O���ABOVE�SHALL�NOT�APPLY�IF�THE�OFFENDER�
is the person responsible for the care of the minor unless the offender, if responsible for the care of the minor, grossly violates 
his duty of education.
(2) Whosoever induces a person under eighteen years of age to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third 
PERSON�OR�TO�SUFFER�SEXUAL�ACTS�BY�A�THIRD�PERSON�FOR�A�lNANCIAL�REWARD��OR�WHOSOEVER�ENCOURAGES�SUCH�ACTS�BY�ACTING�AS�AN�
INTERMEDIARY��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) Whosoever induces a person under eighteen years of age who is entrusted to him for upbringing, education or care or who 
is his subordinate within an employment or a work relationship, by abusing the dependence associated with the upbringing, 
educational, care, employment or work relationship to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third person or to 
suffer sexual acts by a third person shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person, shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of a consanguine relative in an ascending line, shall be liable to 
IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person, shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of a consanguine relative in an ascending line, incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 223a  DANGEROUS BODILY HARM (1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994) 
(if the bodily harm was caused with the use of an implement) 
(1) Has bodily harm been caused by a weapon, especially a knife or other dangerous implement, or by means of a 
treacherous assault, or acting jointly with another party to the offence orusing methods which pose a danger to life, incurs a 
PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) The attempt is punishable.

STGB SECTION 223b ABUSE OF THOSE IN A DEPENDENT POSITION 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever tortures or seriously abuses or by maliciously neglecting his duty of care for a person damages the health of a 
person under eighteen years of age or a person who is defenceless due to frailty or illness and who is in his care or custody or 
belongs to his household or has been placed under his control by the person obliged to provide care or is subordinated to him 
WITHIN�A�RELATIONSHIP�OF�EMPLOYMENT��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
��	�)N�EXCEPTIONALLY�SERIOUS�CASES�THE�PUNISHMENT�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�ONE�YEAR�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS��IN�LESS�SERIOUS�CASES�
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�UP�TO�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

1977 – 1987   [AGE 1 – 14] 
POTENTIAL VERBAL ABUSE BY THE MOTHER 

STGB SECTION 185 INSULT (this amendment is in effect since1 January 1975)
��	�4HE�PENALTY�FOR�INSULT�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�ONE�YEAR�OR�A�lNE�AND��IF�THE�INSULT�IS�COMMITTED�PUBLICLY��IN�
A�MEETING��OR�BY�MEANS�OF�AN�ASSAULT��IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�TWO�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

1978 – 1979   [AGE 2 – 8] 
POTENTIAL SEDATION OF THE ASSUMED HYPERACTIVITY BY MEANS OF TRANQUILLISERS

potentially STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person, shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of a consanguine relative in an ascending line, incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(Grievous bodily harm did not yet include the offence of “administration of poison or other substances harmful to health”.) 

1985 – 1990   [AGE 9 – 14]
POTENTIAL SEXUAL ABUSE BY THE FATHER  

STGB SECTION 170d  BREACH OF DUTY OF CARE OR UPBRINGING 
(24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – April 1998)
(1) Whoever grossly neglects their duty of care or upbringing towards a person under 16 years of age, thereby creating a 
danger that the physical or mental development of the person placed in their charge could be seriously damaged or that they 
WILL�ENGAGE�IN�CRIME�OR�PROSTITUTION��INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 173 SEXUAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN RELATIVES
 (this amendment is in effect since 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whoever has sexual intercourse with a descendant by blood incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) [1] Whoever has sexual intercourse with a blood relative in the ascending line incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term 
NOT�EXCEEDING�TWO�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��THIS�ALSO�APPLIES�IF�THE�FAMILIAL�RELATIONSHIP�HAS�CEASED�TO�EXIST���;�=�%.ATURAL�SIBLINGS�WHO�
have sexual intercourse with each other incur the same penalty.
(3) Descendants and siblings do not incur a penalty under this provision if they were under 18 years of age at the time of the 
act.

STGB SECTION 174  SEXUAL ABUSE OF PERSONS IN ONE’S CHARGE 
amended by (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 1 January 1977) 
(1) Whosoever engages in sexual activity
���WITH�A�PERSON�UNDER�SIXTEEN�YEARS�OF�AGE�WHO�IS�ENTRUSTED�TO�THEM�FOR�UPBRINGING��EDUCATION�OR�CARE�
2. with a person under eighteen years of age who is entrusted to them for upbringing, education or care or who is his 
subordinate within an employment or a work relationship, by abusing the dependence associated with the upbringing, 
EDUCATIONAL��CARE��EMPLOYMENT�OR�WORK�RELATIONSHIP��OR
3. with their biological or adopted child not yet eighteen years of age,
OR�ALLOWS�THEM�TO�ENGAGE�IN�SEXUAL�ACTIVITIES�WITH�HIMSELF��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
(2) Whosoever, under the conditions of subsection (1) Nos 1 to 3 above
���ENGAGES�IN�SEXUAL�ACTIVITY�IN�THE�PRESENCE�OF�THE�PERSON��OR
2. induces the person to engage in sexual activity in his presence,
IN�ORDER�TO�OBTAIN�SEXUAL�GRATIlCATION�FOR�THEMSELVES�OR�THE�PERSON�SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�
A�lNE�
(3) The attempt shall be punishable.
(4) In cases under subsection (1) No 1 above, or subsection (2) above in conjunction with subsection (1) No 1, the court may 
order a discharge under this provision if taking into consideration the conduct of the person the harm of the offence is of a 
minor nature.

STGB SECTION 176  SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN
(24 November / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on a person under 14 years of age (child) or has the child perform sexual acts on them, 
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years, in less serious cases  incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever causes a child to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them.
(3) In especially serious cases, the penalty of imprisonment for a term of between 1 years and up to 10 years. An especially 
serious case typically occurs if the offender
1. has sexual intercourse with the child
2.  seriously physically abuses the child.
(4) If, by committing sexual abuse, the offender causes a child’s death at least recklessly, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
term of at least 5 years. 
��	�!�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�INCURS�FOR�WHOEVER
1 performs sexual acts in the presence of a child,
2.  causes the child to perform sexual acts in the presence of the offender or in the presence of a third person, or
���INmUENCES�A�CHILD�BY�MEANS�OF�PORNOGRAPHIC�CONTENT�OR�SPEECH���FOR�THEIR�OWN�SEXUAL�AROUSAL�OR�THAT�OF�THE�PERSON�IN�THEIR�
charge or a third person.
��	�4HE�ATTEMPT�IS�PUNISHABLE��THIS�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�OFFENCES�UNDER�SUBSECTION���	�NOS����

STGB SECTION 180 CAUSING MINORS TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL ACTIVITY
(this amendment is in effect since dem 24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973)
(1) Whosoever encourages a person under sixteen years of age to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third 
person or whosoever encourages sexual acts of a third person on a person under sixteen years of age
���BY�ACTING�AS�AN�INTERMEDIARY��OR
2. by creating an opportunity,
SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��4HE��ST�SENTENCE�.O���ABOVE�SHALL�NOT�APPLY�IF�THE�OFFENDER�
is the person responsible for the care of the minor unless the offender, if responsible for the care of the minor, grossly violates 
his duty of education.
(2) Whosoever induces a person under eighteen years of age to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third 
PERSON�OR�TO�SUFFER�SEXUAL�ACTS�BY�A�THIRD�PERSON�FOR�A�lNANCIAL�REWARD��OR�WHOSOEVER�ENCOURAGES�SUCH�ACTS�BY�ACTING�AS�AN�
INTERMEDIARY��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) Whosoever induces a person under eighteen years of age who is entrusted to him for upbringing, education or care or who 
is his subordinate within an employment or a work relationship, by abusing the dependence associated with the upbringing, 
educational, care, employment or work relationship to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of a third person or to 
suffer sexual acts by a third person shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(4) In case of 2 and 3 the attempt is punishable.

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person, shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding 
THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whosoever physically assaults or damages the health of a consanguine relative in an ascending line, incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 223b ABUSE OF THOSE IN A DEPENDENT POSITION 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever tortures or seriously abuses or by maliciously neglecting his duty of care for a person damages the health of a 
person under eighteen years of age or a person who is defenceless due to frailty or illness and who is in his care or custody or 
belongs to his household or has been placed under his control by the person obliged to provide care or is subordinated to him 
WITHIN�A�RELATIONSHIP�OF�EMPLOYMENT��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
��	�)N�EXCEPTIONALLY�SERIOUS�CASES�THE�PUNISHMENT�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�ONE�YEAR�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS��IN�LESS�SERIOUS�CASES�
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�UP�TO�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 239  UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever imprisons a person or otherwise subjects a person to deprivation of liberty incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a 
TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) 4 [1] If the imprisonment lasted longer then one week or if grievous bodily harm (SECTION 224) to the person deprived 
of his liberty was caused by the deprivation of his liberty or the treatment he received during it, the penalty is a term of 
imprisonment of between one and up to ten years. 5 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a term of up to 
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) 6 [1]  If, by committing the offence or an act during the commission or an offence, the offender causes the victim’s death, 
the penalty is imprisonment for a term of at least three years. 7 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
TERM�OF�BETWEEN�THREE�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�

1994 – 2000   [AGE 18 – 24] 
POTENTIAL DRUG PROSTITUTION IN PRISON 

STGB SECTION 174a.  SEXUAL ABUSE OF PRISONERS, PERSONS DETAINED BY OFFICIAL ORDER, OR 
SICK OR VULNERABLE INSTITUTIONALISED PERSONS 
(24 November / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on 
1 a prisoner, or
���A�PERSON�DETAINED�BY�OFlCIAL�ORDER��
who is entrusted to them for upbringing, education, supervision or care, or has the prisoner or person detained perform sexual 
ACTS�ON�THEM��IS��LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever abuses a person who has been admitted to an institution for sick or vulnerable persons and is entrusted to them 
for supervision or care and performs sexual acts on that person, thereby exploiting said person’s illness or vulnerability, or 
whoever has that person perform sexual acts on them.
 (3) The attempt is punishable.

STGB SECTION 174a.  SEXUAL ABUSE OF PRISONERS, PERSONS DETAINED BY OFFICIAL ORDER, OR 
SICK OR VULNERABLE INSTITUTIONALISED PERSONS 
(1 April 1998 – 1 April 2004)
��	�7HOEVER�ABUSES�THEIR�POSITION�TO�PERFORM�SEXUAL�ACTS�ON�A�PRISONER�OR�A�PERSON�DETAINED�BY�OFlCIAL�ORDER��A�PERSON�WHO�IS�
entrusted to them for upbringing, education, supervision or care, or has the prisoner or person detained perform sexual acts 
ON�THEM��IS��LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever abuses a person who has been admitted to an institution for sick or vulnerable persons and is entrusted to them 
for supervision or care and performs sexual acts on that person, thereby exploiting said person’s illness or vulnerability, or 
whoever has that person perform sexual acts on them.
 (3) The attempt is punishable.

potentially STGB SECTION 240  COERCION (1 January 1975 – 1 October 1995) 
(only applies, if there is a threat of not being able to get any drugs without prostitution. The forced abstinence from drugs 
would then be considered a “serious harm”).
(1) Whoever unlawfully, by force or threat of serious harm, compels a person to do, acquiesce to or refrain from an act incurs 
A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��IN�SERIOUS�CASES�WITH�IMPRISONMENT�OF�AT�LEAST�SIX�
MONTHS�AND�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS�
(2) The act is unlawful if the use of force or the threat of harm is deemed reprehensible in respect of the desired objective.
(3) The attempt is punishable.

potentially STGB SECTION 240  COERCION (1 October 1995 – 1 April 1998) 
(1) [1] Whoever unlawfully, by force or threat of serious harm, compels a person to do, acquiesce to or refrain from an act 
INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE��IN�SERIOUS�CASES�WITH�IMPRISONMENT�OF�AT�
LEAST�SIX�MONTHS�AND�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS��;�=�!N�ESPECIALLY�SERIOUS�CASE�IS�THE�COERCION�OF�A�PREGNANT�WOMAN�TO�TERMINATE�THE�
pregnancy.
(2) The act is unlawful if the use of force or the threat of harm is deemed reprehensible in respect of the desired objective.
(3) The attempt is punishable.

potentially STGB SECTION 240  COERCION (1 April 1998 – 19 February 2005) 
(1) [1]Whoever unlawfully, by force or threat of serious harm, compels a person to do, acquiesce to or refrain from an act 
INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE����;�=��OMITTED	
(2) The act is unlawful if the use of force or the threat of harm is deemed reprehensible in respect of the desired objective.
(3) The attempt is punishable.
��	�;�=��)N�ESPECIALLY�SERIOUS�CASES��THE�PENALTY�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�BETWEEN�SIX�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS���;�=�!N�
especially serious case typically occurs where the offender
1 forces another person to perform a sexual act on them or
2. coerces a pregnant woman to terminate the pregnancy or
���ABUSES�HIS�OR�HER�POWERS�OR�POSITION�AS�A�PUBLIC�OFlCIAL�

Since 1994   [FROM AGE 18] 
POTENTIAL DRUG PROSTITUTION

PROSTITUTION ACT 1980 AND 2001
PROSTITUTION PROTECTION ACT SINCE 2016

On 15 July 1980, the Federal Administrative Court ruled that prostitution as an act is immoral and in various respects not in 
accordance with social employment rules, therefor not part of economic life within the meaning of the ECC Treaty and thus 
could not constitute the right to freedom of movement under Community law. 

On 1 December 2000, the Administrative Court of Berlin ruled that voluntary prostitution, irrespective of a moral assessment,  
could no longer be considered immoral by the social-ethical values recognised today. Sexual service was soberly assessed as 
a social reality by the Administrative Court of Berlin even before the Prostitution Act came into force in 2002.

While the Prostitution Act deals with the civil law aspects in only three paragraphs, i.e. the enforceability of money, the 
Prostitution Protection Act is more comprehensive and contains in Section 3 the obligation of prostitutes to register, in Section 
���REGULATIONS�ON�lNES�IF�ONE�DOES�NOT�REGISTER�AND�DOES�NOT�COMPLY�WITH�CONDITIONS��4HE�POSSIBILITY�FOR�THE�AUTHORITIES�TO�
impose conditions was nothing new, simply a long-standing practice of administrative law.
4HE�NON
OBSERVANCE�OF�RESTRICTED�ZONES�IS�SANCTIONED�BY�lNES�IN�3ECTION�����!DMINISTRATIVE�/FFENCES��/7IG	��BUT�NO�LONGER�
punishable by law.

Prostitution is not subject to the Trade Regulation Act, so a trade licence is not required. However, income must be taxed, 
otherwise it constitutes tax evasion, as stated in Section 370 of the German Fiscal Code (AO).

STGB SECTION 232 (since October 2016) 
7ITH�3ECTION�����OF�THE�'ERMAN�#RIMINAL�#ODE��THE�0ROSTITUTION�0ROTECTION�!CT������INTRODUCES�FOR�THE�lRST�TIME��A�hJOHNSv�
criminal liability, in order to counteract so-called FORCED PROSTITUTION. 

3T'"�3ECTION�����(UMAN�TRAFlCKING

(1) Whoever recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives another person by taking advantage of that person’s personal 
OR�lNANCIAL�PREDICAMENT�OR�HELPLESSNESS�ON�ACCOUNT�OF�BEING�IN�A�FOREIGN�COUNTRY��OR�THAT�PERSON�IS�UNDER����YEARS�OF�AGE��
INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�BETWEEN�SIX�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�IF
1.   that person is to be exploited by way of
a)  engaging in prostitution or performing sexual acts on or in the presence of the offender or a third person, or having sexual 
acts performed on them by the offender or a third person,
(…)
2.   that person is to be held in slavery, bonded labour, debt bondage or under corresponding or similar conditions or
(…)
(2) Whoever, with respect to another person who is to be exploited in the manner referred to in subsection (1) sentence 1 nos. 
1 to 3,
1.   recruits, transports, transfers, harbours or receives that person by force, by threat of serious harm or by deception or
2.   abducts that person or gains physical control over him or her or encourages a third person to gain physical control over 
him or her
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years.
(…)

Section 232a Forced prostitution

��	�7HOEVER��BY�TAKING�ADVANTAGE�OF�ANOTHER�PERSON�S�PERSONAL�OR�lNANCIAL�PREDICAMENT�OR�HELPLESSNESS�ON�ACCOUNT�OF�BEING�
in a foreign country, causes that person or causes another person under 21 years of age
1.   to engage in or continue to engage in prostitution or
2.   to perform sexual acts, by way of which they are exploited, on or in the presence of the offender or a third person, or to 
allow sexual acts to be performed on them by the offender or a third person incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of 
between six months and 10 years.
(2) The attempt is punishable.
(…)

STGB SECTION 232a 
(1) Mit Freiheitsstrafe von sechs Monaten bis zu zehn Jahren wird bestraft, wer eine andere Person unter Ausnutzung 
IHRER�PERSÇNLICHEN�ODER�WIRTSCHAFTLICHEN�:WANGSLAGE�ODER�IHRER�(ILmOSIGKEIT��DIE�MIT�DEM�!UFENTHALT�IN�EINEM�FREMDEN�,AND�
verbunden ist, oder wer eine andere Person unter einundzwanzig Jahren veranlasst,
1 die Prostitution aufzunehmen oder fortzusetzen oder
2. sexuelle Handlungen, durch die sie ausgebeutet wird, an oder vor dem Täter oder einer dritten Person vorzunehmen oder 
von dem Täter oder einer dritten Person an sich vornehmen zu lassen.
(2) Der Versuch ist strafbar.
(…)

potentially STGB SECTION 229  POISONING 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever causes bodily harm by administering poison or other substances which are harmful to health, incurs a penalty of 
imprisonment for a term of between one year and 10 years
��	�)F�THE�ACT�HAS�CAUSED�GRIEVOUS�BODILY�HARM��3%#4)/.����	��THE�SENTENCE�SHALL�BE�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�NO�LESS�THAN�lVE�YEARS�
and, if the act has caused death, imprisonment for life or imprisonment for no less than ten years.

STGB SECTION 223b ABUSE OF THOSE IN A DEPENDENT POSITION 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whosoever tortures or seriously abuses or by maliciously neglecting his duty of care for a person damages the health of a 
person under eighteen years of age or a person who is defenceless due to frailty or illness and who is in his care or custody or 
belongs to his household or has been placed under his control by the person obliged to provide care or is subordinated to him 
WITHIN�A�RELATIONSHIP�OF�EMPLOYMENT��SHALL�BE�LIABLE�TO�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�THREE�MONTHS�TO�lVE�YEARS�
��	�)N�EXCEPTIONALLY�SERIOUS�CASES�THE�PUNISHMENT�IS�IMPRISONMENT�FROM�ONE�YEAR�UP�TO�lVE�YEARS��IN�LESS�SERIOUS�CASES�
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�UP�TO�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

STGB SECTION 239  UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever imprisons a person or otherwise subjects a person to deprivation of liberty incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a 
TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) 4 [1] If the imprisonment lasted longer then one week or if grievous bodily harm (SECTION 224) to the person deprived 
of his liberty was caused by the deprivation of his liberty or the treatment he received during it, the penalty is a term of 
imprisonment of between one and up to ten years. 5 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a term of up to 
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) 6 [1]  If, by committing the offence or an act during the commission or an offence, the offender causes the victim’s death, 
the penalty is imprisonment for a term of at least three years. 7 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
TERM�OF�BETWEEN�THREE�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�

1976 – 1977  [AGE 0 – 2] 
POTENTIAL SEXUAL ABUSE BY A NEIGHBOUR

STGB SECTION 176  SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN
(24 November / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on a person under 14 years of age (child) or has the child perform sexual acts on them, 
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years, in less serious cases  incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever causes a child to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them.
(3) In especially serious cases, the penalty of imprisonment for a term of between 1 years and up to 10 years. An especially 
serious case typically occurs if the offender
1. has sexual intercourse with the child
2.  seriously physically abuses the child.
(4) If, by committing sexual abuse, the offender causes a child’s death at least recklessly, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
term of at least 5 years. 
��	�!�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�INCURS�FOR�WHOEVER
1 performs sexual acts in the presence of a child,
2.  causes the child to perform sexual acts in the presence of the offender or in the presence of a third person, or
���INmUENCES�A�CHILD�BY�MEANS�OF�PORNOGRAPHIC�CONTENT�OR�SPEECH���FOR�THEIR�OWN�SEXUAL�AROUSAL�OR�THAT�OF�THE�PERSON�IN�THEIR�
charge or a third person.
��	�4HE�ATTEMPT�IS�PUNISHABLE��THIS�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�OFFENCES�UNDER�SUBSECTION���	�NOS����

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term not 
EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
��	�7HOEVER�HARMS�A�BLOOD�RELATIVE�IN�THE�ASCENDING�LINE�INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�UP�TO��lVE�YEARS�OR�A�
lNE�

STGB SECTION 239  UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever imprisons a person or otherwise subjects a person to deprivation of liberty incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a 
TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) 4 [1] If the imprisonment lasted longer then one week or if grievous bodily harm (SECTION 224) to the person deprived 
of his liberty was caused by the deprivation of his liberty or the treatment he received during it, the penalty is a term of 
imprisonment of between one and up to ten years. 5 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a term of up to 
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) 6 [1]  If, by committing the offence or an act during the commission or an offence, the offender causes the victim’s death, 
the penalty is imprisonment for a term of at least three years. 7 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
TERM�OF�BETWEEN�THREE�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�

1977 – 1987  [AGE 1 – 11] 
POTENTIAL PHYSICAL ABUSE (BEATINGS) BY THE MOTHER 

potentially STGB SECTION 170d  BREACH OF DUTY OF CARE OR UPBRINGING 
(24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – April 1998)
(1) Whoever grossly neglects their duty of care or upbringing towards a person under 16 years of age, thereby creating a 
danger that the physical or mental development of the person placed in their charge could be seriously damaged or that they 
WILL�ENGAGE�IN�CRIME�OR�PROSTITUTION��INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�

1985 – 1990   [AGE 9 – 14]  
POTENTIAL SEXUAL ABUSE BY A NEIGHBOUR 

STGB SECTION 176  SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN
(24 November / 28 November 1973 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever performs sexual acts on a person under 14 years of age (child) or has the child perform sexual acts on them, 
incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term of between six months and 10 years, in less serious cases  incurs a penalty of 
IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) Whoever causes a child to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them.
(3) In especially serious cases, the penalty of imprisonment for a term of between 1 years and up to 10 years. An especially 
serious case typically occurs if the offender
1. has sexual intercourse with the child
2.  seriously physically abuses the child.
(4) If, by committing sexual abuse, the offender causes a child’s death at least recklessly, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
term of at least 5 years. 
��	�!�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�INCURS�FOR�WHOEVER
1 performs sexual acts in the presence of a child,
2.  causes the child to perform sexual acts in the presence of the offender or in the presence of a third person, or
���INmUENCES�A�CHILD�BY�MEANS�OF�PORNOGRAPHIC�CONTENT�OR�SPEECH���FOR�THEIR�OWN�SEXUAL�AROUSAL�OR�THAT�OF�THE�PERSON�IN�THEIR�
charge or a third person.
��	�4HE�ATTEMPT�IS�PUNISHABLE��THIS�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�OFFENCES�UNDER�SUBSECTION���	�NOS����

STGB SECTION 223  BODILY HARM 
(1 January 1975 – 1 December 1994)
(1) Whoever physically assaults or damages the health of another person incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a term not 
EXCEEDING�THREE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
��	�7HOEVER�HARMS�A�BLOOD�RELATIVE�IN�THE�ASCENDING�LINE�INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�UP�TO��lVE�YEARS�OR�A�
lNE�

STGB SECTION 239  UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT 
(1 January 1975 – 1 April 1998)
(1) Whoever imprisons a person or otherwise subjects a person to deprivation of liberty incurs a penalty of imprisonment for a 
TERM�NOT�EXCEEDING�lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) 4 [1] If the imprisonment lasted longer then one week or if grievous bodily harm (SECTION 224) to the person deprived 
of his liberty was caused by the deprivation of his liberty or the treatment he received during it, the penalty is a term of 
imprisonment of between one and up to ten years. 5 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a term of up to 
lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(3) 6 [1]  If, by committing the offence or an act during the commission or an offence, the offender causes the victim’s death, 
the penalty is imprisonment for a term of at least three years. 7 [2] In less serious cases, the penalty is imprisonment for a 
TERM�OF�BETWEEN�THREE�MONTHS�AND�lVE�YEARS�

Since 1992   [FROM AGE 16] 
POTENTIAL DRUG PROSTITUTION 

SECTION 182 STGB (SEXUAL ABUSE OF JUVENILES), as we know it today, has only been instated on June 11, 1994.
The previous version (SECTION 182 STGB  SEDUCTION) assumed, that the juveniles are under the age of 16. The following 
are the outdated versions covering the offences now known as SEXUAL ABUSE OF JUVENILES: 

STGB SECTION 182  SEDUCTION (24 November 1973 / 28 November 1973 – 11 June 1994) 
(1) Whoever seduces a girl under the age of sixteen to perform sexual intercourse with them is liable to a custodial sentence 
NOT�EXCEEDING�ONE�YEAR�OR�A�lNE�
��	�;�=�4HE�OFFENCE�IS�ONLY�PROSECUTED�UPON�REQUEST��;�=�0ROSECUTION�OF�THE�OFFENCE�IS�DISQUALIlED�IF�THE�OFFENDER�HAS�MARRIED�
the seduced person.
(3)In the case of an offender who was under twenty-one years of age at the time of the offence, the court may waive 
punishment under this regulation.

STGB SECTION 182  SEXUAL ABUSE OF JUVENILES (11 June 1994 – 4 November 2008)
(1) A person over the age of eighteen who abuses a person under the age of sixteen by 
���PERFORMING�OR�HAVING�SEXUAL�ACTS�PERFORMED�ON�HIM�OR�HER��TAKING�ADVANTAGE�OF�A�SITUATION�OF�COERCION�OR�FOR�REMUNERATION��
or
2. using a situation of coercion to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on him 
or her,
�INCURS�A�PENALTY�OF�IMPRISONMENT�FOR�A�TERM�OF�UP�TO��lVE�YEARS�OR�A�lNE�
(2) A person over the age of twenty-one who abuses a person under the age of sixteen by
1 performing or having sexual acts performed on him or her, or
2. orders them to perform sexual acts on a third person or to have a third person perform sexual acts on them and in doing 
so, exploits the victim’s lack of capacity for sexual self-determination, is liable to a imprisonment not exceeding three years or 
TO�A�lNE�
��	)N�THE�CASES�SPECIlED�IN�SUBSECTION����THE�OFFENCE�SHALL�ONLY�BE�PROSECUTED�ON�REQUEST��UNLESS�THE�PROSECUTION�DEEMS�IT�
necessary to intervene due to special public interest.
��	�)N�THE�CASES�SPECIlED�IN�SUBSECTIONS���AND����THE�COURT�MAY�REFRAIN�FROM�PUNISHMENT�UNDER�THESE�LAWS�IF�THE�WRONGFULNESS�
of the offence is minor in conjunction with the conduct of the person against whom the offence is directed.

PROPERTY DAMAGE

IMPRISONMENT

STATIONARY

OFFENDER

STGB    German criminal code

sources of STGB translated into English:

https://adsdatabase.ohchr.org/IssueLibrary/GERMANY_Criminal%20Code.pdf
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_stgb/englisch_stgb.html

DISCLAIMER: The majority of the laws referred to in this document are of historical nature and have to date either been 
AMENDED�OR�CHANGED�ALTOGETHER��4HE�TRANSLATION�KEEPS�AS�CLOSE�TO�THE�OFlCIAL�ENGLISH�TRANSLATION�OF�THE�'ERMAN�CRIMINAL�CODE��
while including sentences and phrases that have since been omitted.


